Biography of Maria
Crawford

Mother, midwife, friend...

By: Noreen Kerr,
(With contributions from family
Members)

Maria Crawford, also known as
Miya, was born on the 7th of February
1892 in the Village of Crooked Tree to
Nicholas and Caroline Crawford. Miya
attended the Crooked Tree School,
founded by the Baptist Mission of Belize.
She had three children, Jane, Melvin and
Leonie who blessed her with many
grandchildren.

As a young girl, Miya enjoyed
helping people, especially the older folks.
This desire to help others continued
throughout her life, as she rose to become
one of the most famous and respected
midwife in the Village of Crooked Tree.

Miya always had a strong interest
in the childbirth process and so decided
to acquaint herself with this arduous task.
At the age of 31, without any formal
training, she delivered her first baby--a

baby girl named Ann Cadle--for Ms.
Melia Cadle of Crooked Tree.

When the women of the village
heard of Miya's successful delivery, they
could not believe the news.
heard it through the grapevine, some
women even went to Ms. Melia herself to
ask if the rumor was indeed true. Of
course, Ms. Melia was sure to give
nothing less than the most glowing reports
of Miya's efforts. Since then, many of the
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anticipate any childbirth problems, would
personally request Miya to assist with the
delivery of their babies. Miya's only
request was that the mothers-to-be have a
piblam', wherein the mother and baby
would sleep to protect them from

mosquitoes.

Miya developed a routine for her
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delivery practice once she agreed to
deliver the baby. She would personally
check to see if the mosquito net was
installed and that both the net and room
were properly cleaned. She performed
this inspection on a daily basis, until the
mother realized the importance of keeping
the new born in a clean and safe

environment at all times.

! Another name for Mosquito Net







