INAUGURATION OF WATER SYSTEM IN CROOKED TREE VILLAGE-OLDEST VILLAGE IN BELIZE


It seems that every few months we hear news of another rural community inaugurating a village water system. But long at last, this time its Crooked Tree’s turn to taste the flow of water from a brand new water system. 


All the media are invited to attend the inauguration of the newly constructed Crooked Tree Water System on Saturday, December 19th 2009, at 10:00 a.m. The inauguration will take place in the Staine Area of Crooked Tree. Crooked Tree Village is situated 34 miles from Belize City, three miles off the Northern Highway. 


Over 900 residents will now have access to potable water. Crooked Tree is a village with about 245 families and is one of the oldest villages in the Belize District.  Thanks to the European Union and the Government of Belize, the use of hand-dug wells is now history.   The Village had endured yearly water problems and in the dry season most of the wells would run dry. It is not unusual to see water trucks bringing water to the residents daily.

The scope of works included the construction of 20,000 gallon ferro-concrete elevated tank reinforced for earthquake resistance, a pump house, a submersible pump with chlorinator unit, 77,000 feet of transmission and distribution lines, 7,950 feet of pipes for house service connections, and training in management of the system.


The project was implemented by the Social Investment Fund (SIF), at a cost of approximately BZ$1,250,000, making it one of the largest projects of its kind. Of the total investment, 65% came from the Belize Rural Development Program (BRDP) as a grant from the European Union under the 9th European Development Fund, 22% from the Government of Belize as counterpart funding and 13% from the Crooked Tree Community for trenching for pipe installation. 


The new water system will improve the living and working conditions of villagers, provide a boost for the tourism sector as Crooked Tree host the annual Tilapia Fest, the Cashew Fest, and is home to the Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary. Water holds the key to the development of commercial food production and processing of livestock, cashews, tilapia, among others which together can contribute to the reduction of poverty and the development of the region.


 For many years villagers of Crooked Tree were denied vital access to potable water. But getting connected to running water will not be the only new feature to Crooked Tree; villagers can expect their first water bill of BZ$10. in January 2010.

Mr. Rudy Crawford: “This is definitely a moment of joy for us. During the dry seasons the wells would dry up, not only in my yard, but around the surrounding areas. Sometimes you would have to go to the ponds and use your vats too, but your vats become dry at times too”

